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SUBJECT: TIMERMAN CASE UPDATE 


ARGENTINA PROJECT CS200000044J 
U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 
OC Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

Exemption(s): ' 

Declassify: ( ) In Part “off In Full 
( ) Classify as — ( ) Extend as __ ( ) Downgrade to 
DaIe Declassify on Reason . 


REF: A) BUENOS AIRES 5646, B) BUENOS AIRES 6074 

SUMMARY: THERE STILL HAS BEEN NO FORMAL RESPONSE BY THE 
GOA TO THE JULY SUPREME COURT DECISION DECLERING TIMERMAN' S 
DETENTION UNDER THE PODER EJECUTIVE NACIONAL ILLEGAL. NOW 
THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS SEEKING AN 
EXTRA-LEGAL WAY TO RESOVE THE "TIMERMAN PROBLEM". 

END SUMMARY. 


1. TO DATE NEITHER THE PRESIDENCY NOR THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THE JULY 20 SUPREME COURT 
DECISION WHICH HELD THAT THERE WAS NO REASONABLE BASIS 
FOR THE FORMER EDITOR OF LA OPINION TO BE DETAINED BY 
THE PODER EJECUTIVO NACIONAL (PEN). (SEE REFTEL A.) 
TIMERMAN' S LAWYER HAS FILED A LEGAL MOTION REQUESTING 
THE IMMEDIATE FREEDOM OF HIS CLIENT AND PLANS TO PRESENT 
ANOTHER MOTION DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 11 
REQUESTING THE JUDICIAL POWER TO ORDER TIMERMAN' S 
RELEASE . 

2. TIMERMAN' S LEGAL STRATEGY HAS BEEN TO PROCEED 
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STEP BY STEP, PURSUING HIS LEGAL REMEDIES TO MINIMIZE 
THE CONFRONTATIONS HIS EFFORTS COULD OCCASION BETWEEN 
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THE EXECUTIVE AND THE JUDICIARY. TIMERMAN' S SUCCESSFUL 
APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT FOCUSSED ENTIRELY ON THE 
UNREASONABLENESS OF HIS "PODER EJECUTIVE NACIONAL" - - 
PEN -- DETENTION. HIS BRIEF AND SUBSEQUENT PLEADINGS 
EXPLICITLY DID NOT ADDRESS THE SPECIFIC ISSUES OF 
HIS LEBERTY OR THE ACTA INSTITUCIONAL . NOW WITH A 
FAVORABLE SUPREME COURT DECISION IN HAND ATTESTING TO 
THE ILLEGALITY OF HIS PEN DETENTION. TIMERMAN IS 
SEEKING HIS I IMEDIATE FREEDOM, AND CHALLENGING HIS 
DETENTION UNDER THE ACTA INSTITUCIONAL. 

3. TO DATE THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT'S ONLY RESPONSE 
HAS BEEN TO SUGGEST TO TMERMAN INFORMALLY THE IF 

HE APPLIED FOR THE RIGHT OF OPTION TO LEAVE ARGENTINA, 

IT WOULD PROBABLY BE GRANTED. ACCORDING TO REPORTS 
FROM THE FAMILY, TIMERMAN FLATLY REJECTED THIS 
SUGGESTION AS HE CONSIDERS HIS PEN DETENTION TO BE 
ILLEGAL AND REFUSES TO LEGITIMIZE IT BY REQUESTING 
THE RIGHT OF OPTION. 

4. MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR HARGUINDEGUR IN LATE 
AUGUSTS MENTIONED TO VISITING AMERICAN NEWSMEN THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA PLANNED TO RESOLVE THE 
TIMERMAN CASE BY EXPELLING HIM TO RUSSIA, POLAND, 

ISRAEL OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY WHICH WOULD RECEIVE HIM. 

HARGUINDEGUY TOLD THE NEWSMEN FLATLY THAT TIMERMAN 

HAD BEEN STRIPPED OF HIS CITIZENSHIP, AND SO HE 
COULD BE EXPELLED. TIMERMAN' S LAWYER HOWEVER 
CONFIRMED OUR INFORMATION THAT NEITHER THE NOVEMBER 10, 

1977 DECREE AGAINST HIM, NOR ANY SUBSEQUENT DECREE 
HAS REMOVED TIMERMAN' S CITIZENSHIP THROUGH APPLICATION 
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OF SECTION 2 (B) OF THE ACTA INSTITUCIONAL. TIMERMAN 
THEREFORE BELIEVES THAT HE IS STILL AN ARGENTINE CITIZEN. 

5. WE HAVE INQUIRED ABOUT HARGUINDEGUY' S COMMENTS 
WITH THE TIMERMAN' S SON AND ATTORNEY. BOTH INDICATE 
THAT TIMERMAN REMAINS EXTERMELY ANXIOUS TO LEAVE 
ARGENTINA, BUT IS NOT PREPARED TO DO THIS IN ANY 
MANNER WHICH WOULD LEGITIMIZE THIS ILLEGAL DETENTION, 

BOTH AGREED THAT AN EXPULSION ORDER WULD BE 
"ACCEPTABLE" . 

6. EMBASSY COMMENT: ALTHOUGH HARGUINDEGUY' S DESCRIP- 
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TION OF THE TIMERMAN CASE WAS TECHNICALLY INCORRECT, 
WE BELIEVE THAT IT REFLECTS AT LEAST THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR'S POSITON REGARDING THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
"TIMERMAN CASE". UNDER 2 (B) OF THE ACTA INSTITU- 
CIONAL, THE PRESIDENT OF THE JUNTA IS EMPOWERED TO 
REMOVE THE CITIZENSHIP OF NATURALIZED ARGENTINE 
CITIZEN CHARGED UNDER THE ACTA. ONCE THAT OCCURRED, 
THE PRESIDENT OR THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR COULD 
LEGALLY EXPEL THE "DENATURALIZED" CITIZEN FROM 
ARGENTINA. IT WOULD BE A NEAT AND LEGAL SOULUTION 
WHICH HAS NO RELATION TO TIMERMAN' S PEN DETENTION 
NOR TO THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISION. END EMBASSY 
COMMENT . 
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